Language Studies Department

Policy Statement on Homework, Collaboration, and Grading

1.
General Homework Assignments

USNA Instruction 1531.53 states the principle that, unless directed otherwise, midshipmen may collaborate freely on routine out-of-class assignments, but that they “are responsible for knowing precisely what constraints exist concerning collaboration or communication and the use of source material.”  In language courses, homework is a learning activity meant to develop knowledge and skills in the foreign language.  The Language Studies Department therefore supports the principle of collaboration between midshipmen on daily oral or written homework assignments.  However, it is important to understand that when homework is done collaboratively with others it should involve genuine individual effort.  Merely copying another student’s exercises means poor preparation and little progress, just as mechanically copying answers from an answer key would.  If you are ever uncertain about whether you are allowed to collaborate with classmates on a particular assignment, be sure to check with your instructor.  

2.
Individual Assignments


When term papers, written reports, essays, compositions or oral presentations are assigned to you as an individual, you are to do them independently unless you are specifically told otherwise by your instructor.  Such work is governed by the statements on plagiarism found in USNA Instruction 1610.3F and on the Language Studies Home Page.  

3.
Grading


Progress grades and final course grades represent the evaluation of an individual’s performance in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Grades are based on quality of oral performance and participation in class, quality and completeness of homework, oral or written quizzes and tests, written compositions, oral or written reports, and the final examination.   Consult your course syllabus for further information.


Ask your instructor about his or her policy regarding homework or other assignments turned in late.  Instructors reserve the right to lower grades on assignments which are not turned in on time.

4.
 Extra Instruction


You are encouraged to ask your instructor for E.I. as soon as you need it.   E.I. is intended to be a  supplement to rather than substitute for classroom learning.  You should monitor your own learning as much as possible and always prepare for E.I. sessions by studying relevant course material beforehand.  

5.
Accountability


If you are absent from class, you are responsible for inquiring about what you have missed, either from your instructor or from a classmate, so that you are adequately prepared for the next class.   

6.
Help and Outside Sources


It may occur to some midshipmen to seek help from a more advanced student or native speaker of the foreign language in carrying out an assignment such as a written composition.  While such assistance may foster learning, it may not be appropriate or permissible in certain circumstances, for example, if your work is to be graded.  Always check with your instructor before you seek help of this nature.


Under no circumstances is it permissible to write a composition in English and translate it into the foreign language with the help of computer software.  In this case, the finished product is simply not the student’s own work.   

