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REMARKS – SUPT SERMON

I.
INTRODUCTION
PRAYER

· LET THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH AND THE MEDITATION OF OUR HEARTS BE ACCEPTABLE IN YOUR SIGHT, O LORD, OUR ROCK AND OUR REDEEMER.
PLEASE BE SEATED

· IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE HERE AND HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO YOU THIS MORNING.
· TO OUR PERMANENT PARTY IN THE CHAPEL – ALUMNI, VISITORS, NEIGHBORS – THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITH AND SERVICE.

· TO THIS CHAPEL.
· TO THIS ACADEMY.
· AND TO OUR MIDSHIPMEN.
· TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2008 – AND 2005 – AND OTHER MIDSHIPMEN PRESENT TODAY.

· YOU ARE ON A JOURNEY.

· A JOURNEY OF SERVICE – TO GOD AND COUNTRY.

· A JOURNEY OF CHALLENGE – AND OF TRIAL.

· A JOURNEY OF ACCOMPLISHMENT – AND TRIUMPH.

· BUT PRIMARILY A JOURNEY OF FAITH.

· AND THAT IS WHAT I WANT TO TALK ABOUT FOR A FEW MINUTES THIS MORNING.

II.
WHAT IS FAITH?
· WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY DEFINES FAITH VARIOUSLY AS:
· “CONFIDENT BELIEF IN THE TRUTH, VALUE OR TRUSTWORTHINESS OF A PERSON, IDEA OR THING.”

·  “BELIEF NOT BASED ON LOGICAL PROOF OR MATERIAL EVIDENCE.” 

· “A SET OF PRINCIPLES OR BELIEFS.”
· “BELIEF AND TRUST IN GOD.”
· “WHY COULD WE NOT CAST IT OUT?  HE SAID TO THEM, ‘BECAUSE OF YOUR LITTLE FAITH.  FOR TRULY I TELL YOU, IF YOU HAVE FAITH THE SIZE OF A MUSTARD SEED, YOU WILL SAY TO THIS MOUNTAIN, ‘MOVE FROM HERE TO THERE,’ AND IT WILL MOVE, AND NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU.’”
· FAITH IS BELIEVING IN SOMETHING WE CAN’T SEE – OR RELYING ON SOMETHING WE CAN’T TOUCH.
· BUT IT IS SOMETHING WE CAN FEEL – IN FACT CAN FEEL VERY DEEPLY.

· SOMETHING WE CAN EXPERIENCE IN A FLASH – LIKE SAUL ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS.

· OR OVER TIME AS WE GROW IN FAITH.

· OR THAT GIVES US A SENSE OF PEACE – A PEACE THAT PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING.

· BUT WE CAN’T PUT OUR ARMS AROUND IT.

· WE CAN SEE ITS EFFECT – AND KNOW WHEN WE DON’T HAVE IT.

· BUT IT IS HARD TO DESCRIBE IN PHYSICAL TERMS.
· FAITH RUNS THE WHOLE GAMUT. 

· FROM SIMPLE BELIEF

· TO LIFE CHANGING REVELATIONS

· TO THE ABILITY TO CHANGE THE WORLD – INCLUDING OUR OWN VIEW OF IT.
· FAITH IS BELIEVING IN SOMETHING BIGGER THAN OURSELVES.

· IN THE MILITARY, WE WOULD CALL IT COMMITMENT – DEDICATION TO SERVICE – TO OUR SHIPMATES.
· WILLINGNESS TO GIVE OUR ALL – EVEN OUR LIVES – FOR OUR COUNTRY.
· AS NEW FOURTH CLASS MIDSHIPMEN – SOME OF YOU ARE PROBABLY QUESTIONING YOUR COMMITMENT – YOUR READINESS TO SERVE.
· WHEN THROUGH FIERY TRIALS YOUR PATHWAY SHALL LIE, 

· MY GRACE, ALL SUFFICIENT, SHALL BE YOUR SUPPLY.  
· THE FLAME SHALL NOT HURT YOU, I ONLY DESIGN 
· YOUR DROSS TO CONSUME, YOUR GOLD TO REFINE.

· THE SOUL THAT ON JESUS HAS LEANED FOR REPOSE 
· I WILL NOT, I WILL NOT DESERT TO HIS FOES; 
· THAT SOUL THOUGH ALL HELL SHALL ENDEAVOR TO SHAKE, 
· I’LL NEVER, NO NEVER, NO NEVER FORSAKE.
_____________.____________
· BELIEF IN SOMETHING BIGGER THAN OURSELVES. 

· AS A MIDSHIPMAN, WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO THIS ACADEMY, OUR NAVY, OUR MARINE CORPS.
· AS CHRISTIANS, IT IS OUR FAITH IN GOD THAT SEES US THROUGH.
SO, WHEN DOES FAITH APPLY?
· THOSE OF YOU WHO WERE FORTUNATE HEARD CAPTAIN COFFEE, A SEVEN YEAR VIETNAM PRISONER OF WAR…
· TALK A FEW WEEKS AGO ABOUT WHAT AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE HIS IMPRISONMENT BECAME

· DESPITE THE TORTURE

· DESPITE THE TERRIBLE CONDITIONS

· DESPITE THE POOR FOOD, THE LACK OF MEDICAL CARE
· DESPITE THE LACK OF HOPE

· DESPITE THE DESPAIR AT HAVING TO GIVE IN TO HIS CAPTORS.
· WHY WAS HIS LENGTHY IMPRISONMENT SO UPLIFTING? 

· AND I HAVE HEARD OTHER POWs DESCRIBE THEIR PRISON TIME AS A HIGHLIGHT OF THEIR LIVES.
· WHY? – BECAUSE OF HIS FAITH.

· FAITH IN HIMSELF – THAT HE COULD SURVIVE – NO – LIVE A POSITIVE LIFE – EVEN IN AN ENDLESS, UNDESERVED PRISON SENTENCE.
· FAITH IN HIS FELLOW PRISONERS – THAT HE COULD BACK THEM UP, AND THEY IN TURN WOULD KEEP HIM GOING WHEN HE WAS DOWN.
· FAITH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – ITS PRINCIPLES, ITS FREEDOMS…

· THE REASON HE WAS A PRISONER IN THE FIRST PLACE WAS WORTH BEING IN PRISON FOR.
· AND FAITH IN GOD – WHICH TOLD HIM NO MATTER WHAT, HE CAN KEEP HIS SPIRIT UP.

· HE CAN HAVE POWER OVER HIS CAPTORS.

· HE CAN HAVE POWER OVER HIS LIFE.
· BY SUBMITTING TO GOD.

· FAITH APPLIES TO LITTLE THINGS.

· HELP ME DO 10 MORE PUSHUPS IN THE PRT.
· TO THE BIG THINGS – KEEP ME TRUE TO MY BEST SELF.

· AS A MIDSHIPMAN

· AN OFFICER

· A SUPERINTENDENT

· OR ANY OF US
· IT HELPS US IN THE DARK DAYS OF LIGHT AND IN THE SUNSHINE.

· FAITH DOES NOT REQUIRE US TO DO ANYTHING, OR ACT IN ANY WAY.

· JUST BELIEVE – JUST HAVE FAITH.

· NO ONE CAN GIVE US FAITH, OR FORCE US TO BELIEVE.

· WE MUST DO IT OURSELVES, WE MUST BELIEVE.
· WE HEAR A LOT ABOUT TRANSFORMATION IN THE MILITARY TODAY.

· WELL FAITH IS TRANSFORMATIONAL.

· IN OUR DAILY LIVING.

· IN WHAT WE DO.

· IN WHAT WE HOPE TO DO.

· BECAUSE WE KNOW

· TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN…
· MUCH WILL BE REQUIRED.
· FORTUNATELY, GOD IS UNCONSTRAINED.

· HE SIMPLY ASKS US TO BELIEVE.
· FAITH APPLIES EVERYDAY.

· IN EVERYTHING WE DO.

· HERE AT THE ACADEMY.

· OR ELSEWHERE, IN OTHER PLACES AND CLIMES.
· WE STILL MUST DO THE WORK OF COURSE.

· BUT, IF YOU HAVE FAITH – YOUR LIFE WILL CHANGE.
· IF YOU HAVE IT, HE WILL COME.

THE TITLE OF MY REMARKS TO DAY IS “HOW DO WE BELIEVE?”
· YOU NOTICE I DID NOT SAY WHAT DO WE BELIEVE, BUT HOW DO WE BELIEVE.
· BESIDES FAITH BEING SOMETHING ONLY WE OURSELVES CAN EFFECT OR DO.
· FAITH IS ALSO FAIRLY DIGITAL.

· YOU EITHER BELIEVE OR YOU DON’T.
· I SUPPOSE YOU CAN HAVE WEAK FAITH, OR STRONG FAITH – AND ALL OF US WILL GO THROUGH CYCLES OF BELIEF.
· BUT FAITH IS A CONDITION THAT WE ESTABLISH – BY OUR APPROACH, BY OUR ATTITUDE.
· IT’S THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF THE OLD QUESTION “IS THE GLASS HALF EMPTY OR HALF FULL?”
· IT DEPENDS ON YOUR ATTITUDE.
· THE GLASS STILL HAS THE SAME AMOUNT OF WATER IN IT.

· BUT HOW YOU VIEW IT…

· POSITIVE, ENTHUSIASTIC, HALF FULL

· OR NEGATIVE, CYNICAL, HALF EMPTY…
· HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE GLASS OR THE WATER… 
· BUT SIMPLY ON HOW WE VIEW IT – OUR PERSPECTIVE – OUR BELIEF.
· LIFE IS LIKE THAT – ESPECIALLY HERE AT THE ACADEMY.
· WE CAN’T CONTROL WHAT WE MUST DO – OR THE DAY’S EVENTS.
· BUT WE CAN CONTROL OUR VIEW OF THEM.

· THE DIFFERENCE IS OUR ATTITUDE, OUR APPROACH – OUR BELIEFS.
· OUR FAITH.

· REMEMBER – GOD IS UNCONSTRAINED.

· IT IS WE WHO PUT LIMITS ON OURSELVES, OUR FAITH, OUR LIVES, AND OUR DREAMS.  
· I BELIEVE THAT I, YOU – ALL OF US NEED FULL STRENGTH FAITH.
· WE NEED TO JUMP IN – TOTAL IMMERSION.
· OUR FAITH NEEDS TO VIEW EVERY SITUATION, EVERY DAY, EVERY CALAMITY, EVERY SUCCESS.  

· AS A GLASS HALF FULL.
· BECAUSE IF WE CAN MUSTER THE COURAGE TO DO THAT – TO BELIEVE – SIMPLY BELIEVE…
· OUR FAITH WILL ENSURE THAT

· OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER

· AND WE WILL HAVE THE COURAGE AND THE CONFIDENCE TO MOVE MOUNTAINS.
· SO, HOW DO WE BELIEVE?
· WITH ALL OUR STRENGTH

· WITH ALL OUR HEARTS

· WITH ALL OUR SOUL.
· WITH OUR ENTIRE BEING

· WE ARE NOT HALF COMMITTED

· OR FENCE SITTERS.
· WE ARE BELIEVERS.
· BELIEVERS WHO CHANGE OURSELVES, OUR LIVES, OUR WORLD – THROUGH FAITH.
· SO, WHAT DO WE CONCLUDE ABOUT FAITH?
III.
FAITH IS
· BELIEF IN SOMETHING BIGGER THAN OURSELVES.

· AS MIDSHIPMEN – THIS ACADEMY, OUR NAVY AND MARINE CORPS.

· AS CHRISTIANS – IN OUR GOD AND OUR MISSION FOR OUR LIFE.

___________.___________
· FAITH APPLIES EVERYDAY.

· IN EVERYTHING WE DO.

· HERE AT THE ACADEMY OR ANYWHERE WE GO

· WHATEVER WE DO.
· IF YOU HAVE IT, HE WILL COME.

_____________.____________
· FAITH ENABLES US TO VIEW LIFE’S CHALLENGES AS GLASSES HALF FULL.

· TO BE BELIEVERS WHO CHANGE OURSELVES, OUR LIVES, OUR WORLD…
· WHO MOVE MOUNTAINS

· THROUGH FAITH.
· THE ONLY THING WE HAVE TO DO IS BELIEVE.

· AND OF COURSE EVERY NOW AND THEN – “FIRE IT UP!”
PRAYER

· PLEASE JOIN ME IN PRAYER.
· GOD – TEACH US TO FIRE IT UP WITH OUR FAITH.

· DON’T LET US BE CONTENT WITH HALF EFFORTS, OR UNCERTAIN BELIEF.
· GIVE US THE COURAGE TO HAVE FULL STRENGTH FAITH.

· TO UNDERSTAND THAT NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE.
· FOR WE KNOW YOU ARE THE ONE WHO CAN HELP US MOVE MOUNTAINS.

· IF WE BUT BELIEVE.
· STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH.

AMEN
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